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·Topics:

·Meth 101 Crash Course

·Meth Crisis in Indian Country

·Drug Endangered Environments

·Drug Prevention Team Concept

·Housing Resources

·Collaborative Problem Solving Process

·Prescription Drugs of Abuse 

·Meth Reporting and Policing Expectations
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A National to Tribal Perspective

Steven Juneau
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This course explores the national scale

methamphetamine impact in Indian Country including:

·Where is it coming from?

·How serious is the problem?

·Why is it so popular?

·What are the impacts in Tribal Communities?

·Community Approach to Fighting Meth
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Mexican drug trafficking organizations (DTOs) are circumventing 

chemical sale and import restrictions in Mexico in an attempt to maintain 

large-scale methamphetamine production. 

6Source: 2008 National Methamphetamine Threat Assessment, Department of Justice, National Drug Intelligence Center

 

This slide shows  
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·Mexican DTOs smuggle significant 
quantities from Mexico into the United 
States through reservations that border 
Mexico.

·Canada-based Asian DTOs also pose an 
organizational threat to Indian Country, 
particularly to reservations near the U.S.-
Canada border.

·Native American DTOs and criminal groups 
are the principal retail-level distributors of 
illicit drugs on reservations.

2008 NDIC 
Indian Country 
Report
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rural Native American 

reservations to 

sell meth and

use as distribution hubs.
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DEA 2007 Drug Threat Report

 

 

Slide 9 

9

 

 



Slide 10 

10
Source: 2000 United States Census  

The correlation between the highest 

Native American communities and 

identified Mexican Drug Trafficking 

Organizations throughout the United 

States. 
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Highest Native American Populations, 2000 U.S. Census

Mexican Drug Trafficking Organizations, National Drug Intelligence Center

 

This slide demonstrates the correlation 

between the location of US Native 

American populations and NDIC 

Mexican Drug Trafficking 

Organizations.  
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·3- Drug Trafficking 
Organizations operating 
on reservation
· Jesus Cruz

· Claudia Hermosillo 

·Goodman
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This slide exemplifies the intention of 

the Mexican Drug Trafficking 

Organizations from 2000-2007. Three 

DTOôs were operating on the Wind 

River Indian Reservation in Wyoming. 

2- were Mexican DTOôs and 1 was 

Native American. The Goodman 

(Native American) DTO also included 

tribal government contacts and 

influence of the Tribal Court. The judge 

was a sister to the Goodman DTO. 
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Jesus Martin Sagaste-Cruz 

 

First Example: Cruz DTO saw an article 

in the Denver Post regarding Indian 

Reservations; addiction; sales of 

alcohol. 
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· Business Plan
· Targeting reservations in the 

West for methamphetamine 
distribution.

· Connections from Sinaloan 
Cowboys- Mexican drug 
trafficking organization:
· Sinaloa, Mexico
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Then put together a business plan, 

established drug network from meth 

superlabs in Mexico 
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· Sinaloan Cowboys, Mexico, 

· To LA-based 18th Street 
Gang, 
·To the DTO in Ogden, Utah, 

·Wind River, WY 
·Pine Ridge, SD

·Rosebud, SD
·Yankton, SD

·Santee Sioux, NE
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Drug trafficking route from LA 18
th
 

Street Gang, California to Utah to 

Indian Reservations. 
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·Riverton based 
traffickers
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·53 Indicted/ 43 arrested 

·Seized 20 lbs of Meth 
during Two-Year Joint 
Operation

·Distributing over:

·7 pounds per month 
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Second Example is Hermosillo Case: a 

Mexican DTO established through off-

reservation town, illegal alien 

trafficking onto reservation.  
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· Native DTO  

· Distributing 

·Methamphetamine, 

· Cocaine, 

·Marijuana, 

· Prescription 
painkillers:

·Oxycodone 
(Oxyeontin) 

·Hydrocodone 
(Vicodin) 

·Proxyphene 
(Darvocet)

19
Source: Drug Enforcement Agency, May 31, 2005  

Third Example: Goodman Case, a 

Native American DTO comprised of 

family members from grandparents to 

grandchildren. A Poly-Drug trafficking 

organization sold all types of illegal and 

diverted drugs on the reservation. Sister 

involved was a Tribal Judge who sold 

perscription drugs. Was convicted for 

trafficking and threatening to kill a drug 

agent. 
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· Estimate distributed at least one 
pound of methamphetamine each 
month to clients on the reservation. 

· Among those indicted and arrested 
was Tribal Judge Lynda Munnell-
Noah, the sister of Donna 
Goodman. 
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Source: Drug Enforcement Agency, May 31, 2005  
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