LETTERHEAD

October 4, 2011

	The Honorable Patty Murray, Chair
Committee on Appropriations T-HUD Subcommittee

United States Senate

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 133 

Washington, DC  20510


	The Honorable Susan Collins, Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations T-HUD Subcommittee

United States Senate

Dirksen Senate Office Building, Room 133

Washington, DC  20510



	The Honorable Tom Latham, Chair
Committee on Appropriations T-HUD Subcommittee

United States House of Representatives

Rayburn House Office Building, Room 2358A

Washington, DC  20515

	The Honorable John Olver, Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations T-HUD Subcommittee

United States House of Representatives

Rayburn House Office Building, Room 2358A

Washington, DC  20515



Dear Chair Murray, Chair Latham, Ranking Member Collins and Ranking Member Olver:

As Congress moves to conference on Fiscal Year 2012 funding for the Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (THUD) funding bill, the [Tribe/TDHE] writes to express the strong support for Indian housing program funding.  While the country’s current financial situation understandably calls for restraint, Members of Congress must recognize the federal government’s trust responsibilities and stand up for the tribal communities that depend on these critical housing programs.
With passage and enactment of the Native American Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Act (NAHASDA) in the 1990s, Congress acknowledged the unique challenges faced throughout Indian Country in housing and community development and NAHASDA programs provide vital assistance, tailored to the unique characteristics and needs of native communities.  As we review the House and Senate FY 2012 funding proposals included in the THUD draft bills, we strongly support the Senate proposal as it maintains level funding for the Indian Housing Block Grant program, Title VI Indian Loan Guarantee program, Training and Technical Assistance for tribes and tribal housing programs, and minimizes cuts to other Indian housing programs important to Indian Country.
As you may be aware, much of the housing in native communities remains substandard, overcrowded, and in critical need of improvements. According to U.S. Census statistics published as recently as 2007, 25.3 percent of American Indians and Alaska Natives live in poverty compared to 15 percent for the general population. On tribal lands, 28 percent of Indian households were found to be overcrowded or lack adequate plumbing and kitchen facilities, compared to 5.4 percent of national households.
The [Tribe/TDHE] is dedicated to working with Members of Congress to ensure that tribal housing related programs are adequately funded.

Thank you for your consideration of our views.

Sincerely, 

cc: 
Hon. Daniel Inouye

Hon. Thad Cochran
Hon. Harold Rogers

Hon. Norm Dicks

